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2020 Olympic Sailing Competition 

Allocation of Event Quota 

A submission from the Israel Sailing Association and the Hellenic Yachting Federation 

Purpose or Objective 

To ensure the quotas allocated to each event at the 2020 Olympic Sailing Competition are decided 
after analysis of the nation spread and fleets sizes for each event around the world. 

 

Proposal 

That prior to making a decision on the event quotas for the 2020 Olympic Sailing Competition, 
World Sailing undertakes analysis on nation spread and participation levels in the ten events in 
order to make an informed decision on quotas which will best serve Olympic sailing around the 
world. 

 

Current Position 

There is no current World Sailing policy position on the procedure, protocol and methodology of 
analysing the Olympic events in order to ascertain event quotas. 

 

Reasons 
 

1. In discussions at the 2016 World Sailing Annual Conference it was understood that 
decisions on athlete quotas for the 2020 Olympic Sailing Competition would not be 
taken until at the earliest May 2017, subsequent to a meeting of the Events 
Committee and following a similar timeframe to the 2016 Olympic Sailing 
Competition. It now seems that a decision on quotas may be taken by Council in the 
first quarter of 2017 and prior to any meeting of the Events Committee. 

 
2. There appears to be no reason to change the decision making timeframe for 

the event quotas for Tokyo 2020 compared to the 2012 and 2016 Olympics, 
which were: 
• 2012 Olympic Games – decision on quotas made by ISAF in 

November 2009 
• 2016 Olympic Games – decision on quotas made by ISAF in 

November 2013  
 
So there is sufficient time to undertake an analysis prior to a decision later in 
2017. 

 
3. When making decisions which consequently impact the development of the sport, 

such as the event quotas for Tokyo 2020, World Sailing must make informed 
analysis which shall include reviewing data on the current spread and fleet size of 
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the Olympic events. 
 

4. Event quotas are an element of the integrity of the sport, and it is critical to the 
continued success and growth of Olympic sailing that the allocation of event 
quotas reflect the popularity of each event (class) around the world and fleet 
sizes. 

5. Participation in the Olympics is a significant goal for many athletes and nations. It is 
a recognition of achievement to the world’s best athletes and can be a catalyst to 
stimulate the growth of sailing in a nation and region. The event quotas are a critical 
part of ability to participate in the Olympics and can make or break the attainable 
pathway to the Olympics. 
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